
Today’s article is a companion to the previous 
one entitled: “I Am Not Righteous...Are You?” 
They are meant to be considered together. 

Jesus was described as “One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without 
sin,” (Hebrews 4:15) implying that the rest of us 
are not without sin.  The Apostle Paul was more 
direct: “There is none righteous, not even 
one.” (Romans 3:10) 

Among other scriptures, these two tell us that 
humanity can only be described as evil. In fact, 
God looked at the world during the time of No-
ah and observed that “every intent of the 
thoughts of his (mankind’s) heart was only evil 
continually.” (Genesis 6:5)  

That may not describe modern times, but man-
kind needed a remedy for sin and unrighteous-
ness. Many religious people have come and 
gone with ideas for a remedy for sin that are 
not found in God’s word. 

 Saying lots of prayers never undid anyone’s 
sin and made them righteous. 

 Punishing oneself never undid or paid for 
anyone’s sin and made them righteous.  

 Doing lots and lots of good never undid or 
paid for anyone’s sin and made them right-
eous. Good does not cancel out evil. 

Jesus actually did lots and lots of good works, 
but he never sinned. So, there was no sin in His 
life to make him unrighteous (evil). 

I am thinking about the pure water illustration I 
used in my previous article. There are only two 
ways to obtain pure water: 

1. Start with water that has never been im-
pure. 

2. Remove the impurities of tainted water to 
make the water pure. 

Applied morally, Jesus began pure and was nev-
er tainted with sin. All other people, on the oth-
er hand, have been tainted with sin. The real 
problem with sin is that man, left on his own, 
cannot get rid of it. He cannot purify himself. 
The only thing he can do is pay for his sin, and 
the payment is quite steep: Death! 

However, mankind is not without hope: 

He [God] made Him [Christ] who knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. —2 Corinthians 5:21 

This verse refers to the sinless Christ bearing 
the sins of mankind on the cross. The Apostle 
Peter wrote about souls that are purified 
through obedience to the truth. He explained 
purification by referring to one’s rebirth 
“through the living and enduring word of 
God” (1 Peter 1:22-23). The Apostle Paul de-
scribed how the sacrifice of Jesus sanctified His 
church, “having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word” (Ephesians 5:26). The 
Apostle John wrote about the individual:  

If we confess our sins, He [God] is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleans us from all unrighteousness.  
—1 John 1:7. 

I know that I am not righteous by praying a lot, 
worshipping every week, doing good deeds, or 
by punishing myself for my sins. Nothing can 
undo sin. Yet, God has promised to purify any-
one who makes a proper faith response to Je-
sus. Because of the sacrifice of Jesus, you and I 
can be made clean. And understand this, we are 
not simply labeled ‘clean’ while tainted with sin. 
We who are in Christ...ARE TRULY CLEAN. We 
ARE the righteousness of God through Christ. 

                                        Mark Stinnett 

I Am Righteous...Are You? 


